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Digital Safety - Lesson Plans

Activity 1- Avatars — Nice or Nasty

Curriculum for Excellence Experiences and Outcomes

1. Sharing the Learning Outcomes -

¢ | can explain that a character’s appearance does not tell you how they behave

¢ | can describe what an avatar is and how they do not always reflect a person’s real character

* | know what to do if someone or something thing makes me feel uncomfortable online

2. Active Learning - Read the story of Snow White to the class. Before you begin, show pictures of Show
White, the Queen, the dwarves and the Prince. Discuss their physical appearances. After reading the story
discuss the how the characters behaved and if this matches to their appearance, for example, the queen
is beautiful but is not a very nice person, (don’t be fooled by how someone 100ks).

Was the queen/dwarf/prince a good friend to Snow White? Why?

The queen looked beautiful but wasn’t very nice so what other information would Snow White have to find
out about her before she could be her friend?

3. Demonstrating Understanding - Explain that people online often take on a character called an avatar.
They may use a picture that is not their own face.

Show some examples of avatar pictures. Would you want to be their friend? Can you tell what someone is
like just by looking at their picture?

Use the online activity to let the class have a go at making examples of ‘nice’ or ‘nasty’ avatars.
Discuss what children might do if someone was being nasty to them online. Who would they tell?

4. Review and Recall - Are appearances all we know about an avatar or friend on the computer?
Are nice avatars always nice people?
How can we tell?

What other information is needed?
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